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GEOG 420 / POLI 420:  
Memory, Place, and Power 

 
Fall 2024 

 
Prof. Benjamin Forest 

Department of Geography 
 
 

E-mail: benjamin.forest@mcgill.ca 

Prof. Juliet Johnson 
Department of Political Science 

 
 

E-mail: juliet.johnson@mcgill.ca 
 
 
This interdisciplinary class explores the relationships among memory, place, and political power. The 
course begins with an introduction to memory and place-making. It then uses this foundation to examine 
the symbolic transformation of public space, in particular the construction, alteration, and destruction of 
monuments, memorials, and museums in North America and in the post-communist world. This approach 
emphasizes the social quality of memory, exploring the ways in which political interests, economic 
resources, and social practices can shape something as ostensibly personal and individual as memory.  
 
 
Course Requirements 
 
Assignment Weight 

 
Date Due 

Reading Responses 10% Wednesdays by 5pm 
Weeks 3-6, 8-10, and 12-13 

Conference Participation 10% Weeks 4-6, 8, 10, and 12-13 
Mini-Midterm 10% October 10 in class 
Policy Brief 20% November 14 at 5pm 
Final Exam 50% TBD during Final Exam Period 
   

 
In the event of extraordinary circumstances beyond the control of McGill University, assessment tasks in a 
course are subject to change, provided students are sent adequate and timely communications regarding the 
change. Please check MyCourses regularly, as course materials, assignments, updates, etc. will appear there. 
 
 
Readings  
All readings are available on myCourses, and we have hyperlinked many as well (if you are off campus, be 
sure to activate your VPN to access copyrighted hyperlinked material). Please do the readings for the week 
before attending the lectures. 
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Assessments 
 
Weekly Reading Responses 
We will post discussion questions for each week on myCourses, beginning with Week 3. Please choose ONE 
of these questions each week to answer in written form and submit your original, short, thoughtful response 
via MyCourses. For full credit, responses must be at least 200 words long and answer the question with 
reference to that week’s reading(s). No footnotes or bibliography needed, just be sure that you explicitly 
discuss at least one reading in your answer (e.g., “As Nora argues”). 
 
Responses are due by 5pm on Wednesdays and late responses will not be accepted. You can miss one week 
without penalty - save this freebie for when you get sick, when your computer crashes, etc. The responses 
themselves are not graded. They are designed to encourage you to think through the course material in 
preparation for conference discussions and assignments. There will be nine opportunities to submit responses 
(each Wednesday on Weeks 3-6, 8-10, and 12-13). If you submit 8 or 9 full-credit responses, you will receive 
an A for this part of the course; 7 responses earn an A-, 6 earn a B+, 5 earn a B, and 4 earn a C. Fewer than 
four earn an F for this part of the course. 
 
Conferences 
Conferences will begin in Week 4 and attendance is mandatory. There will be seven conferences during 
the semester. Please register for a conference time on Minerva. Conference times are first-come, first-
served. Please do not ask us to change your conference time or to regularly attend sessions for which you 
are not registered. Your conference grade is based on the regularity and quality of your participation in 
group discussions. You should do the readings ahead of time and be prepared to discuss the authors’ main 
arguments, make comparisons, raise critiques, and ask questions. Students who do not attend at least four 
of the seven conferences will receive an F for this part of the course. 
 
Mini-Midterm 
The mini-midterm will take place in class on Thursday, October 10, and will consist of short-answer 
identifications drawn from the readings and lectures. The goal of the mini-midterm is to assess how well 
you understand key concepts from the readings and lectures. 
 
Policy Brief 
You will write a 1,200-1,500 word policy brief based on one of two prompts provided by the instructors. 
Your policy brief should clearly describe your proposed policy recommendation, the rationale for 
adopting it, and the primary evidence supporting it. The emphasis is on tight, persuasive writing. Please 
attach a separate reference list, not included in the 1,200-1,500 words. You may also attach relevant 
tables, pictures, or figures, but be selective. Further details will be distributed early in the semester. The 
policy brief is due via myCourses on November 14 by 5pm.  
 
Late papers submitted by 5pm on November 21 will receive a maximum grade of B+. Papers submitted 
after November 21 but by the last day of fall semester lectures (December 4) will receive a maximum 
grade of C. No papers will be accepted after December 4. Completing this assignment is a requirement for 
receiving a passing grade in this course. See the University Student Assessment Policy as well as the 
Geography and Political Science department assessment policies for more information concerning 
assessment. All regrade requests must be accompanied by a written justification.  
 
Final Exam 
The comprehensive final examination will be given on the university-selected date during the regular final 
exam period. The exam will consist of short-answer identifications and two essay questions inspired by 
the weekly questions.  

https://www.mcgill.ca/secretariat/files/secretariat/2016-04_student_assessment_policy.pdf
https://www.mcgill.ca/geography/files/geography/geog_student_assessment_policy_0.pdf
https://www.mcgill.ca/politicalscience/files/politicalscience/assessment_and_re-read_policy_final.pdf
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General Information 
 
Grading Scale 
 
Grade Grade Points Grade Range 
A  4.0  >3.85 
A-  3.7  3.50-3.85 
B+  3.3  3.15-3.49 
B  3.0  2.85-3.14 
B-  2.7  2.50-2.84 
C+  2.3  2.15-2.49 
C 2.0  1.85-2.14 
D 1.0  1.0-1.84 
F 0.0  <1.0 
 
This course uses the standard 4.0 system for grading for all assignments. An A on an assignment is worth 
4 points, an A- is worth 3.7 points, etc. To calculate your final grade, the instructor will first multiply the 
grade points you earned on each assignment by the relative weight of that assignment (e.g., 0.5 for the 
final exam), and then add the scores together to get your final grade-point average. That average will 
determine your final letter grade for the course (refer the grade range column). For example, if your 
overall grade-point average is a 3.4, you would earn a B+ in the course.  
 
Land Acknowledgement 
McGill University is located on land which has long served as a site of meeting and exchange amongst 
Indigenous peoples, including the Haudenosaunee and Anishinabeg nations. McGill honours, recognizes, 
and respects these nations as the traditional stewards of the lands and waters on which we meet today.  
 
McGill Policy on Academic Integrity 
McGill University values academic integrity. Therefore, all students must understand the meaning and 
consequences of cheating, plagiarism, and other academic offences under the Code of Student Conduct 
and Disciplinary Procedures.” (See also McGill’s guide to academic honesty.) 
 
On Generative AI 
Learning to synthesize and evaluate readings independently is a fundamental goal of this course. Students 
may not copy or paraphrase directly from any generative artificial intelligence applications, including 
ChatGPT and other AI assistants, for the purpose of completing assignments in this course.  
 
On Language of Submission 
Conformément à la Charte des droits de l’étudiant de l’Université McGill, chaque étudiant a le droit de 
soumettre en français ou en anglais tout travail écrit devant être noté.  
 
In accord with McGill University’s Charter of Student Rights, students in this course have the right to 
submit in English or in French written work that is to be graded.  
 
On Copyright 
© Instructor generated course materials (e.g., recordings, lectures, slides, handouts, notes, summaries, 
exam questions, etc.) are protected by law and may not be copied or distributed in any form or in any 
medium without explicit permission of the instructor. Infringements of copyright can be subject to follow 
up by the University under the Code of Student Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures. 
 
  

https://www.mcgill.ca/secretariat/files/secretariat/code_of_student_conduct_and_disciplinary_procedures.pdf
https://www.mcgill.ca/secretariat/files/secretariat/code_of_student_conduct_and_disciplinary_procedures.pdf
https://www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest
https://www.mcgill.ca/secretariat/files/secretariat/charter_of_student_rights_last_approved_october_262017.pdf
https://www.mcgill.ca/secretariat/files/secretariat/charter_of_student_rights_last_approved_october_262017.pdf
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Schedule of Classes 
 
Week 1  
 
August 29 
Lecture 1: Introduction 
 

Why do we care about statues? 2020. The Inquiry, BBC World Service Podcast. June 25. 
 

Final Report, Working Group on Commemoration and Renaming, McGill University, Dec. 2018.  
 
Week 2 
 
September 3 
Lecture 2: What and Where is Memory? 
 

Aristotle. 2000. On Memory and Reminiscence. J. I. Beare (trans.). 
 
Basso, Keith. 1988. “Speaking with names”: Language and landscape among the Western 

Apache. Cultural Anthropology, 3(2): 99-130. 
 
 
September 5 
Lecture 3: Social Memory 
 

Misztal, Barbara A. 2003. “Durkheim on Collective Memory” Journal of Classical Sociology 
3(2): 123-143. 

 
 
Week 3 - Weekly Questions start this week 
 
September 9 
Lecture 4: Political Power and Collective Memory  
 

Jenny Wüstenberg. 2023. Memory and democracy: A complex relationship. Observing Memories 
7, EUROM.  

 
Dembinska, Magdalena. 2010. “Building Trust: Managing Common Past and Symbolic Public 

Spaces in Divided Societies.” Ethnopolitics 9(3-4): 311-332. 
 
Porter-Szűcs, Brian. 2016. “Historians and the Politics of Memory.” December 12.  

 
 
September 10 
Lecture 5: Place, Memory, and Modernity 
 

Nora, Pierre. “Between memory and history: Les lieux de mémoire.” Representations 26 (1989): 
7-24. [La version française est “Entre mémoire et historie” (1984) on myCourses] 

 
Minton, Bennett. 2020. “The lies our textbooks told my generation of Virginians about slavery.” 

Washington Post. July 31. [Note that the scholarly article mentioned in this op-ed is one 
of the set readings for Lecture 26.] 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/w3cszl3k
https://www.mcgill.ca/provost/files/provost/final_report_working_group_commemoration_and_renaming.pdf
https://mcgill.on.worldcat.org/oclc/927360586
https://anthrosource-onlinelibrary-wiley-com.proxy3.library.mcgill.ca/doi/abs/10.1525/can.1988.3.2.02a00010
https://anthrosource-onlinelibrary-wiley-com.proxy3.library.mcgill.ca/doi/abs/10.1525/can.1988.3.2.02a00010
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/1468795X030032002
https://europeanmemories.net/magazine/wp-content/uploads/sites/9/2023/12/Eurom_magazine_7-04_p32-39.pdf
http://europeanmemories.net/
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/17449050903564845?needAccess=true
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/17449050903564845?needAccess=true
http://porterszucs.pl/2016/12/10/historians-politics-memory/
http://www.jstor.org/stable/2928520?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents
https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/slavery-history-virginia-textbook/2020/07/31/d8571eda-d1f0-11ea-8c55-61e7fa5e82ab_story.html
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September 12 
Lecture 6: The Vietnam Veterans Memorial 
Film:  Maya Lin: A Strong, Clear Vision 

 
Wagner-Pacifici, Robin and Barry Schwartz. 1991. “The Vietnam Veterans Memorial: 

Commemorating a Difficult Past.” American Journal of Sociology 97(2): 376-420. 
 
 
Week 4 - Conferences start this week 
 
September 16 and 17 
Lectures 7 and 8: Monuments and Memory 

 
Harvey, David. 1979. “Monument and myth.” Annals of the Association of American 

Geographers 69 (3): 362-381. 
 
Marshall, Debra. 2004. “Making sense of remembrance.” Social & Cultural Geography 5 (1): 37-

54. 
 
Young, James E., 2016. "The memorial’s arc: between Berlin’s Denkmal and New York City’s 

9/11 memorial." Memory Studies, 9(3), pp. 325-331. 
 
 
Week 5 
 
September 23 
Lecture 9: Monuments and Counter-monuments 
 

Young, James E. 1999. “Memory and counter-memory: The end of the monument in Germany.” 
Harvard Design Magazine 9: 1-10. 

 
Apel, Linde. 2014. “Stumbling blocks in Germany.” Rethinking History 18(2): 181-194. 
 
Stevens, Quentin, Karen Franck, and Ruth Fazakerley, 2012. “Counter-monuments: the anti-

monumental and the dialogic.” The Journal of Architecture 17(6): 951-972. 
 
 
September 24 
Lecture 10: Gender and Commemoration 
 

Drozdzewski, Danielle and Janice Monk. 2020. “Representing women and gender in memory 
landscapes. In Routledge Handbook of Gender and Feminist Geographies (pp. 254-270). 

 
Khromeychuk, Olga. 2016. "What place for women in Ukraine’s memory politics?" Open 

Democracy Russia, 10. 
 
  

https://video-alexanderstreet-com.proxy3.library.mcgill.ca/watch/maya-lin-a-strong-clear-vision
http://www.jstor.org/stable/2781381?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents
http://www.jstor.org/stable/2781381?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1111/j.1467-8306.1979.tb01262.x
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/1464936032000137975
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1750698016645266
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1750698016645266
http://www.harvarddesignmagazine.org/issues/9/memory-and-counter-memory
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/13642529.2013.858448
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/13602365.2012.746035?needAccess=true
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/13602365.2012.746035?needAccess=true
https://api.taylorfrancis.com/content/books/mono/download?identifierName=doi&identifierValue=10.4324/9781315164748&type=googlepdf
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/odr/what-place-for-women-in-ukraine-s-memory-politics/
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Week 6 
 
September 30 
Lecture 11: Museums and Memory 
 

Bennett, Tony. 1988. “The exhibitionary complex.” New Formations 4: 73-102. 
 
Gardner, James. 2004. “Contested terrain: History, museums, and the public,” The Public 

Historian 26(4): 11-21. 
 
 
October 1 
Lecture 12: Redressing Colonial Alienation: The Role of Museums 
Guest lecturer: Prof. Catherine Lu, Dept. of Political Science 
 

Lu, Catherine. 2024. “Representing Humanity? The Role of Museums in Addressing Colonial 
Alienation,” in The Future of the Dutch Colonial Past, ed. Wayne Modest, Margriet 
Schavemaker, Pepijn Brandon, Karwan Fatah-Black and Imara Limon (University of 
Amsterdam Press): 228-238. 

 
Fanon, Franz. 2008 [1952]. “Introduction” and “The Negro and Language,” in Black Skin, White 

Masks. London: Pluto: 1-27. 
 
Césaire, Aimé. (2007) [1955]. “Discourse on Colonialism,” in Discourse on Colonialism 

Marlborough, England: 35-46. 
 
 
Week 7 - Mini-Midterm Thursday, No Conferences or Weekly Questions 
 
October 7 
Lecture 13: New Cities - The Architecture of Power 
Guest lecturer: Prof. Sarah Moser, Department of Geography 
 

Koch, Natalie. 2015. “The violence of spectacle: Statist schemes to green the desert and 
constructing Astana and Ashgabat as urban oases.” Social & Cultural Geography 16(6): 
675-697. 

 
Moser, Sarah. 2018. “Ethno- and Religio-nationalism in Putrajaya, Taman Tamadun Islam, and 

Kota Iskandar: Malay(sian) Identity in Contemporary Urban Megaprojects” In Hagen, 
Joshua, and Diener, Alexander (Eds.) The city as power: Urban space, place, and 
national identity. Rowman & Littlefield. 

 
 
October 8 
Lecture 14: Memory and Forgetting  
 

Connerton, Paul. 2008. “Seven Types of Forgetting.” Memory Studies 1(1): 59-71. 
 
 

October 10  Mini-Midterm in Class 
 
 

https://www-taylorfrancis-com.proxy3.library.mcgill.ca/chapters/edit/10.4324/9780429399671-27/exhibitionary-complex-tony-bennett
http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1525/tph.2004.26.4.11?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents
https://mcgill.on.worldcat.org/oclc/1417310447
https://mcgill.on.worldcat.org/oclc/1417310447
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.aup.nl%2Fen%2Fbook%2F9789463727983%2Fthe-future-of-the-dutch-colonial-past&data=05%7C02%7Cjuliet.johnson%40mcgill.ca%7C88b7b05dd6df42d7264008dc92c8bbd0%7Ccd31967152e74a68afa9fcf8f89f09ea%7C0%7C0%7C638546638142453392%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JaSIKdUeCt0w7mFuVkVFefPOAinNujDaOgaFbmZODjE%3D&reserved=0
https://mcgill.on.worldcat.org/oclc/298658340
https://mcgill.on.worldcat.org/oclc/298658340
https://mcgill.on.worldcat.org/oclc/826660189
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/14649365.2014.1001431
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/14649365.2014.1001431
https://mcgill.on.worldcat.org/oclc/1047524950
https://mcgill.on.worldcat.org/oclc/1047524950
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/1750698007083889
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Week 8 
 
October 21 
Lecture 15: The Politics of Post-Communist Memory 

 
Kubik, Jan and Michael Bernhard. 2014. “A Theory of the Politics of Memory,” in Bernhard and 

Kubik, eds, Twenty Years after Communism: The Politics of Memory and 
Commemoration. Oxford University Press. Chapter 1, pp. 7-34. 

 
Light, Duncan and Craig Young. 2015. “Public Memory, Commemoration, and Transitional 

Justice: Reconfiguring the Past in Public Space.” In Nedelsky and Stan, ed., Post-
Communist Transitional Justice: Lessons from Twenty-Five Years of Experience. 
Cambridge University Press. Chapter 10, pp. 233-251 

 
 “The Falling of the Lenins.” 2017. 99% Invisible Podcast, 21 March 2017. 
 

Atlas Obscura podcast on communist mummies. 2021. 
 
 
October 22 
Lecture 16: Remembering the Dictatorship in Post-Communist Albania  
Guest lecturer: Sashenka Lleshaj, Dept. of Political Science 
 

Lleshaj, Sashenka. 2024. “Torture to their ears, music to ours: Memory regimes and the ordering 
of political space.” MyCourses. 

 
 
Week 9 - No Conferences This Week – Guest Lecture Thursday 
 
October 28 
Lecture 17: Commemorating the Soviet Era in Post-Soviet Russia 
 

Forest, Benjamin and Juliet Johnson. 2002. “Unraveling the threads of history: Soviet-era 
monuments and post-Soviet national identity in Moscow.” Annals of the Association of 
American Geographers, 92, 524-547. 

 
Smith, Kathleen E., 2019. “A Monument for our Times? Commemorating Victims of Repression 

in Putin’s Russia.” Europe-Asia Studies, 71(8), pp.1314-1344. 
 
 
October 29 
Lecture 18: Aspirational Iconography: The European Union Moves East 
 

Johnson, Juliet and Benjamin Forest. 2019. “Waving the EU Flag in Eurasia.” PONARS Policy 
Memo #590, April 19. 

 
 
  

https://mcgill.on.worldcat.org/search/detail/890206564?datasource=library_web&search_field=all_fields&search=true&database=all&scope=wz%3A12129&format=&clusterResults=on&func=find-b&q=&topLod=0&queryString=Twenty%20Years%20after%20Communism%3A%20The%20Politics%20of%20Memory%20and%20Commemoration&find=Go
https://www-cambridge-org.proxy3.library.mcgill.ca/core/books/postcommunist-transitional-justice/98E070AFBAE65731DD29BF5C0B1599B1
https://www-cambridge-org.proxy3.library.mcgill.ca/core/books/postcommunist-transitional-justice/98E070AFBAE65731DD29BF5C0B1599B1
https://99percentinvisible.org/episode/the-falling-of-the-lenins/
https://www.atlasobscura.com/articles/podcast-communist-mummies?utm_source=Atlas+Obscura+Daily+Newsletter&utm_campaign=e7710b5308-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_04_20&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_f36db9c480-e7710b5308-64564501&mc_cid=e7710b5308&mc_eid=64bc8c9b20
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1111/1467-8306.00303
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1111/1467-8306.00303
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09668136.2019.1648765
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09668136.2019.1648765
https://www.ponarseurasia.org/wp-content/uploads/attachments/Pepm590_Johnson-Forest_April2019-3.pdf
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October 31 
Lecture 19: The Memory Politics of German Reunification 
Guest lecturer: Prof. Natalie Koch, Dept. of Geography, Syracuse University 
 

Till, Karen. 1999. Staging the past: landscape designs, cultural identity and Erinnerungspolitik at 
Berlin’s Neue Wache. Ecumene [Cultural Geographies], 6(3), 251-283.  

 
Koch, Natalie. 2024. Scientific nationalism and museums of the future in Germany and the UAE. 

Political Geography, 113, 103-144. 
 
 
Week 10 
 
November 4 and 5 
Lectures 20 and 21: Postcommunist World War II Memory Wars 
 

Subotic, Jelena. 2019. “The Politics of Holocaust Remembrance after Communism,” Chapter 1 
(pp 17-44) of Yellow Star, Red Star: Holocaust Remembrance after Communism. Ithaca: 
Cornell University Press.  

 
Siddi, Marco. 2017. “The Ukraine crisis and European memory politics of the Second World 

War.” European Politics and Society, 18(4): 465-479 
 

Abel, M., et al. 2019. “Collective memories across 11 nations for World War II: Similarities and 
differences regarding the most important events.” Journal of Applied Research in 
Memory and Cognition, 8(2), pp.178-188. 

 
Frederick, Travis C., Félix Krawatzek, Jade McGlynn, and George Soroka. 2022. Podcast: From 

Memory Wars to War. PONARS Eurasia Online Academy | 
 
 
Week 11 – Policy Brief due November 14, No Weekly Questions or Conferences 
 
November 11 
Lecture 22: Canadian War Memorials 
 

Davidson, Tonya. 2016. “Imperial nostalgia, social ghosts, and Canada’s National War 
Memorial.” Space and Culture. 19 (2): pp. 177-191. 

 
Szpunar, Piotr M. 2010. “Monuments, mundanity and memory: Altering ‘place’ and ‘space’ at 

the National War Memorial (Canada)“ Memory Studies 3: pp. 379-394. 
 
November 12 
Lecture 23: The Politics of Vandalism 
Guest lecturer: Samantha Puzzi, Dept. of Political Science 
 

Kukla, Quill. 2022. Public artifacts and the epistemology of collective material testimony. 
Philosophical issues 32 (2022), Nr. 1, 32(1), 233-252. 

 
Drvar, Tanina. 2005. Vandalism and public art in Montreal: a discussion of works by Mark Lewis 

and Robert Prenovault (Doctoral dissertation, Concordia University). 
  

https://doi.org/10.1177/096746089900600302
https://doi.org/10.1177/096746089900600302
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.polgeo.2024.103144
https://mcgill.on.worldcat.org/oclc/1155498585
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/23745118.2016.1261435?needAccess=true
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/23745118.2016.1261435?needAccess=true
https://www-sciencedirect-com.proxy3.library.mcgill.ca/science/article/pii/S2211368118302390?casa_token=nl-PNb46YW8AAAAA:hG4N4AwXabY19Fwx9LOP5Oy7Lz1U49HEJOvtisUxARZ-BMtmA3JfzeOMWrUBC2e9QMqoNKKy-6-x
https://www-sciencedirect-com.proxy3.library.mcgill.ca/science/article/pii/S2211368118302390?casa_token=nl-PNb46YW8AAAAA:hG4N4AwXabY19Fwx9LOP5Oy7Lz1U49HEJOvtisUxARZ-BMtmA3JfzeOMWrUBC2e9QMqoNKKy-6-x
https://www.ponarseurasia.org/online-academy/
https://doi-org.proxy3.library.mcgill.ca/10.1177/1206331215623220
https://doi-org.proxy3.library.mcgill.ca/10.1177/1206331215623220
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/1750698010374286
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/1750698010374286
https://www.repo.uni-hannover.de/bitstream/handle/123456789/13748/Public_artifacts_and_the_epistemology.pdf?sequence=1
https://spectrum.library.concordia.ca/id/eprint/8609/1/MR10310.pdf
https://spectrum.library.concordia.ca/id/eprint/8609/1/MR10310.pdf
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Week 12 
 
November 18 
Lecture 24: The Politics of Indigenous Memory in North America 
 

Freeman, Victoria. 2010. “'Toronto Has No History!' Indigeneity, Settler Colonialism, and 
Historical Memory in Canada's Largest City.” Urban History Review-Revue D Histoire 
Urbaine 38 (2): 21-35. 

 
Barnes, John. 2008. “The struggle to control the past: Commemoration, memory, and the Bear 

River massacre of 1863.” Public Historian 30 (1): 81-104. 
 

Gefre, Clayton. 2016 “ 'We are a testament:' Shoshone commemorate Bear River Massacre 
anniversary” HJ News. January 29. 

 
 
November 19 
Lecture 25: Museums and Memory in Canada 
 

Lehrer, Erica, 2015. “Thinking through the Canadian Museum for Human Rights.” American 
Quarterly, 67(4), pp.1195-1216. 

 
Canadian Museum of History (read in order): 

Civilization museum's $25M rebranding to focus on history (watch short embedded CBC 
news video as well), CBC 2012 

 Ex-museum CEO calls proposed mandate 'narrow and parochial', CBC 2013 
 Canadian Museum of History plans revealed, CBC 2013 
 How Stephen Harper is Rewriting History, Maclean’s 2013 

The Canadian History Museum unveils its new depiction …’,  Hill Times 2017 
  New Canadian History Hall Review, Unwritten Histories 2017 

Canadian museums still working on repatriation policies as U.S. museums shut down 
Indigenous exhibits, CBC 2024  

 
 
Week 13 - Last Weekly Questions and Conferences 
 
November 25 
Lecture 26: Confederate Symbolism in the Contemporary U.S. 

 
Webster, Gerry, and Jonathan Leib. 2016. “Religion, Murder, and the Confederate Battle Flag in 

South Carolina.” Southeastern Geographer 56 (1), 29-37. 
 
Dean, Adam Wesley. 2009. “ ‘Who Controls the Past Controls the Future’: The Virginia History 

Textbook Controversy.” The Virginia Magazine of History and Biography 117 (4), 318-
355. 

 
  

http://www.jstor.org/stable/43560271?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents
http://www.jstor.org/stable/43560271?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents
http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1525/tph.2008.30.1.81?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents
http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1525/tph.2008.30.1.81?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents
https://www.hjnews.com/allaccess/we-are-a-testament-shoshone-commemorate-bear-river-massacre-anniversary/article_fd98fdc9-b4fa-5ed6-a909-7d8f5681c787.html
https://www.hjnews.com/allaccess/we-are-a-testament-shoshone-commemorate-bear-river-massacre-anniversary/article_fd98fdc9-b4fa-5ed6-a909-7d8f5681c787.html
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/605058
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ottawa/civilization-museum-s-25m-rebranding-to-focus-on-history-1.1225802
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ottawa/ex-museum-ceo-calls-proposed-mandate-narrow-and-parochial-1.1365609
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ottawa/canadian-museum-of-history-plans-revealed-1.1389617
https://www.macleans.ca/news/canada/written-by-the-victors/
https://www.hilltimes.com/2017/06/28/canadian-history-museum-unveils-new-depiction-canadas-story-15000-years/111939
https://www.unwrittenhistories.com/guest-post-new-canadian-history-hall-review/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/indigenous/nagpra-cma-canadian-museum-history-1.7109072
https://www.cbc.ca/news/indigenous/nagpra-cma-canadian-museum-history-1.7109072
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/612521/summary
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/612521/summary
https://www.jstor.org/stable/40600463
https://www.jstor.org/stable/40600463
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November 26 
Lecture 27: U.S. Civil Rights Memorials 
 

Leib, Jonathan. 2002. “Separate times, shared spaces: Arthur Ashe, Monument Avenue and the 
politics of Richmond, Virginia's symbolic landscape.” cultural geographies, 9, 286-312. 

 
Gruenewald, Tim. 2021. “Progress versus Social Justice: Memory at the National Museum of 

African American History and Culture.” The Journal of American Culture 44 (2): 116–
129. 

 
 
Week 14 
 
December 2 
Lecture 28: Monumental Montreal 
 

Gordon, Alan. 2014. Contested Terrain, Contiguous Territory, in Making Public Pasts: The 
Contested Terrain of Montreal's Public Memories, 1891-1930. Montreal: McGill-Queen's 
University Press: pp. 116-141. 

 
Haines, Brayden Jagger. 2020. “Montreal petition to take down John A. Macdonald statue gains 

traction.” Global News June 10. Watch the embedded video as well. 
 
 
December 3 
Lecture 29: Can We Remember Forever?  
 

Pasqualetti, Martin J. 1997. “Landscape Permanence and Nuclear Warnings.” Geographical 
Review 87 (1): 73-91. 

 
Langione. Matt. 2015. Will Art Save Our Descendants from Radioactive Waste? JStor Daily. 

May 13.  
 
Fountain, Henry. 2017. “On Nuclear Waste, Finland Shows U.S. How It Can Be Done.” New 

York Times. June 9.  
 
WhiskeyBristles. n.d. “Rulison Nuclear Test Site” Atlas Obscura.  

 
 
December 4 
Last Class: Review and Q&A 

http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1191/1474474002eu250oa
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1191/1474474002eu250oa
https://mcgill.on.worldcat.org/v2/oclc/9031333173
https://mcgill.on.worldcat.org/v2/oclc/9031333173
https://mcgill.on.worldcat.org/oclc/951200666
https://mcgill.on.worldcat.org/oclc/951200666
https://globalnews.ca/news/7049120/montreal-john-a-macdonald-statue-removal-petition/
https://globalnews.ca/news/7049120/montreal-john-a-macdonald-statue-removal-petition/
https://globalnews.ca/video/rd/2c35bc30-ab6a-11ea-b355-0242ac110003/
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1931-0846.1997.tb00061.x/abstract
https://daily.jstor.org/can-we-use-art-to-warn-future-humans-about-radioactive-waste/
https://nyti.ms/2t3bw0k
http://www.atlasobscura.com/places/rulison-nuclear-test-site

